
The pupils voice 
at Abbey School



Gill Robinson visited the school in her capacity as 
Abbey Schools School Improvement Partner (SIP). 
Gill held discussions with 12 students regarding 
student voice. 
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What do you think about school?
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Inspirational – 
when you first come

 to the school it
 inspires you to learn 
and inspires you to

 do better.

It’s cool 
and

awesome.

All pupils
 agreed that 

staff trust 
pupils.

One group
 member felt that 
they had seen the

 school go through its ups
 and downs but felt that

 there were so many 
good things now and 

it’s only getting 
even better. 

Two mentioned
 that in their last school 
they were bullied and 
got told off a lot, they 
all felt that this didn’t 

happen at Abbey 
School.

The school
makes you 
believe in 
yourself.

Felt that 
Health and Safety 

had been an
 issue but this has 

now been resolved 
by using fobs.

All four
pupils agreed
 that they liked 

where the school
 is located and they 

like 
travelling on the

 mini buses.
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Which lesson do you learn most in?

Absolutely loved having themes 
and wicked questions, makes  
learing interesting. They liked 
helping their teachers change the 
rooms to fit the themes.

Art was their
resounding favourite.

There’s lots of maths and English – we’re not 
complaining as we know why they have to 
do them but feel that they are more boring 
than P.E., Art, Employability skills (going 
shopping, cleaning, what’s needed for a 
house, working with money). We really enjoy 
the work placements.



Art was their
resounding favourite.
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Teachers give really good 
feedback and say well done a 
lot. They send letters and phone 
parents to tell them pupils have 
done well.

Certific
ate

Well Done!

On Friday’s we get our ‘points’ added up so that we can go 
and spend our points on toys. We are allowed to save up 
our points and buy bigger toys. Points are awarded for good 
behaviour. Mondays and Fridays are assembly days and you 
can get certificates if you’re good.

Teachers tell you that you’ve done well 
and that they’re proud of you. Older 
pupils don’t get points but would like 
another rewards system – trips as their 
treats perhaps. One member of
the group mentioned that they would 
really like to go on a residential.

How do you know you have done well?



Yes – 100%. They are trusted within school and can 
always talk to teachers and Maxine. Sometimes 
kids ‘kick off’ but teachers help with this. Some 
children help each other and ask if everyone is 
okay. 
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Yes, two pupils said that 
Teachers are always 
good at looking after us. 
Staff are always quick 
when students lose their 
temper but staff are really 
good at keeping other 
pupils safe.

All four said YES! to feeling safe in school. Sometimes we get sworn at 
or pushed by big boys but if we tell someone they know that they will 
help and they know to stay away. If you’ve told on someone then staff 
go and find the pupil and give them ‘a bit of a telling off’. Sometimes 
teachers have limited time to sort it out but they always do. All four  
students said that they were never scared to  come into school.

Do you feel safe in school?
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When someone is ‘kicking off’ in school teachers 
intervene to keep children safe.

Staff always do something about bad things.

Teachers are always good at looking after us. 
Staff are always quick when students lose their 
temper but staff are really good at keeping other 
pupils safe.

How do you keep safe?
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How do you know what your next 
learning steps are?  

The whiteboard in our 
classroom tells us what you 
need to do next and learning 
journals always tell you what to 
do. 

They (the staff) tell you.

Twitter is there for parents to 
see what you do in school - 
pupils post things on twitter.

We can have a chat with 
staff to talk about what 
to do next. Teachers 
also tell parents what’s 
happening via letters.



What would you change about school?
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Would change other pupils to 
stop them kicking off.

Change dinner time as in 
other schools it’s earlier 
(12pm) and in our school 
it is later! Although they do 
have a breakfast club so 
that’s good.

Going home early. 

Don’t like wearing uniform 
– the older ones shouldn’t 
have to do that they can look 
different to the younger pupils. 



Do you think pupils are listened to? 
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Yes teachers really respect you 
and always feel like your friends 
but only to a point.

School council 
have big 
decisions to 
make and they 
choose if they 
want to be on 
the board and 
then other pupils 
vote for it.

Yes, pupils are always listened 
to via the school council and by 
talking to teachers.



What do you think about the after 
school clubs on offer and do you go? 

There are enough clubs 
on offer but like to leave 
school at school and then 
do hobbies and different 
activities at home.

Sometimes go – depends what it is.

Drop offs and pickups for the 
pupils can cause issues with 
attendance at after school clubs. 
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